
MCA News 
Mariaville Civic Association 

Inside this issue 

From the President ..................... 1 

Summer Vibes ............................. 2 

From the Recipe File ................... 3 

Mariaville Dam Update ............... 4 

MCA Social CommiƩee ............... 5 

A Bit of Mariaville History ........... 6 

Website....................................... 7 

Membership Update………………….8 

Cooper Award…………………………...9 

From the Archives…………………….13 

 .................................................... 14 

Want to Contribute? 

· Submit an arƟcle for our next 
newsleƩer to mariavilleo-
cial@gmail.com 

Message from the MCA President: 
It has been a long wet and chilly spring, and the warm weather has 
finally arrived.  I would like to share with you some of what the 
MCA has accomplished so far in 2025. 
Our website has been restructured, which has been long overdue.  
I would like to extend a special thanks to both Andrew Jensen from 
Albany IT and Linda Hayen for all their efforts.  If you have not had 
the opportunity to review the website, I encourage you do to so at 
mariavillecivic.com.   
Here a just a few features found on our website:   
 a.  There are many Ɵmes when the quesƟon arises whether the 
dam is opened or closed.  This is very important to the new dam 
commiƩee, formed upon Bob Cuƫta’s reƟrement from the MCA, 
to keep all residents abreast of the status.  This informaƟon is 
found on the home page.  Shown below is the status of the dam. 

 
b.  Under newsleƩer, you will be able to review: 
· The most current and previous ediƟons 
· Emergency AcƟon Plan 
· Dam Engineering Report 
 
c. Under Join: 
· Everything you need know about how join the MCA including 

payment via PayPal or Credit Card. 
· What your MCA membership dues are used for. 
 
d. A calendar of events 
Boat Launch: 
For your informaƟon, some MCA members and residents may not 
have known that the property where the boat launch is located is  
cont.:Page 10 

July 2025 
Issue 2 

Mariaville Civic  

Association  

SupporƟng Mariaville Lake and the  
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SUNNY SIDE UP  
 

Farm store serving the Mariaville Lake  
community and surrounding areas featuring 
baked goods, eggs, poultry, crafts and more!  

 
Located at 2052 Weast Rd.  

Open daily 7am-9pm.  

Want to try some Homemade weed-
killer spray instead of using harsh 
chemicals?  

Vinegar 

 Simply pour vinegar into a spray bottle and spray it 
directly on the weeds. Soak them well and wait until 
it’s a scorcher, dry day. In addition, make sure it’s a  
non-windy day.  Be ultra careful to not let the mist 
touch your good plants. Because, of course, vinegar 
doesn’t know how to distinguish weeds from  peppers.  

Two Important Notes About Using Homemade Vinegar 
Weed Killer for Natural Weed Control:  

1. Don’t use homemade vinegar weed killer in or 
near garden beds— it’s too risky that it’ll get 
on your veggie plants. However, it’s a fantastic 
option for walkways or in your driveway where 
the weeds just won’t quit 

2. You can use a super-strength vinegar (also 
called horticultural vinegar) for this, but it’s 
more expensive and tougher to find. So unless 
you have a ready supply, just grab a gallon or 
two of regular, 5% cheap white vinegar from the 
grocery store. 

 
Here’s a good place to mention another weed remedy 
that everyone has in their kitchen. Believe it or not, 
boiling water is a detriment to weeds. Just dump it 
on. That’s it. It might noT work all your weeds, but if 
you have a full pot full of blazing hot water after 
canning, you can carefully carry it outside and pour 
on the annoying weeds popping up through the 
cracks in your sidewalk. (Just don’t splash it on 
your toes!) 
 
Need another alternative to try? 
 
· ½ gallon of white vinegar. The higher acetic lev-

el of vinegar the better. Household white vine-
gar is 5%, but a 9% or higher is preferable. 

· ½ bottle lemon juice.  (use any leftover to en-
courage highlights if desired while outside. Makes for 
a great crazy-scientist hair-do)½-cup castile 
soap. Castile soap is a vegetable-based soap.  

Mix & voila! 
 
 

Another Pet friendly alternative: 
 
1 gallon vinegar (5% acidity), 1 cup salt, 1 tbsp dish 
soap.  
 
Get a 1 gallon pump-pressure sprayer.  Mix the ingre-
dients together in the sprayer.  Spray onto weeds. 
Weeds will die within a day or two. And nobody's ani-
mals will be in danger. Very effective though!  
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From the Recipe File—Taken from the Esperance Historical Society Community 
Cookbook 
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Have a recipe you would like to share with the community?  Please email Mariavillesocial@gmail.com 
 

Church Slaw 
 
For those wonderful pot-luck meals  
Lois Gruner Charleston Historical Soci-
ety 
 
 
 
1 large head cabbage, shredded 
1 medium Bermuda or sweet Spanish 
onion, chopped 
 
For color, use 1/2 green pepper, 
sweet red pepper or 1 grated carrot 
 
 
 

Dressing: 
1 cup sugar 

1 tsp salt 
1 tsp dry mustard 
1 tsp celery seed 

1 cup cider vinegar 
2/3 cup vegetable oil 

 
Mix sugar, salt, mustard and celery seed in small 

sauce pan.  Add vinegar and oil and boil unƟl sugar 
dissolved. 

 
Cool. 

Pour over cabbage. 
Toss well and refrigerate 



Mariaville Lake Dam Update 
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The Dam CommiƩee (TDC) has been reconsƟtuted and expanded to five members.  The current members are 
Bob Hurry, Tony Irvin, Chris Hayen, Jeff Glick and Jeff Cohen. 
 
A BIG thank you goes out to Bob Cuƫta for the many years of stewardship and hard work as it relates to the 
dam.  Mariaville Lake is a wonderful community (with a beauƟful lake) for lots of reasons including all of the 
excellent work and leadership that Bob Cuƫta has done in the past.   TDC looks forward to working with Bob 
in the near future to transiƟon the dam operaƟons, knowledge, files, experƟse and contacts that Bob has ac-
cumulated over the years. 
 
All new members of TDC met with the representaƟves of KB Engineering on Wednesday June 4th, 2025.  The 
purpose of the meeƟng was for the members of the TDC to meet with the experts and review the current 
condiƟon of the dam and steps to maintain and/or possible condiƟons to repair.  
 
KB is under contract with MCA and will work in partnership with TDC to interface with New York State DEC on 
our behalf.  KB informed the commiƩee that DEC is the only governmental enƟty that has regulatory over-
sight regarding the dam. 
 
The dam (and MCA) is current on all required reports and approvals from DEC. Certain inspecƟons (Safety  
and Structural InspecƟon) occur yearly while a more in depth engineering assessment inspecƟon is required 
every 10 years. 
 
TDC is in the process of creaƟng policies that are wriƩen down and maintained in a central locaƟon such that 
TDC and the Board has access.  KB Engineering will be going through their files and geƫng copies of relevant 
informaƟon to TDC.  This will allow the members to build a solid base of knowledge over and above the files 
and informaƟon that the TDC will obtain from Bob Cuƫta. 
 
Other items we discussed is the sink hole on BaƩer Street involving KB Engineering and the County. KB Engi-
neering will do a Hydrological & Hydraulic analysis so TDC can have an analyƟcal approach to maintaining the 
appropriate water level for all three secƟons of the lake (Mud Pond, East Basin and West Basin), maintenance 
of the dam and the spill way. Discussions also included field inspecƟons by DEC, noƟficaƟon when opening 
and closing the dam and spill way (even though we don’t own it) clean up obligaƟons and various other items. 
 
TDC plans on making a report to the MCA board at every meeƟng and being proacƟve and transparent with 
the "business of the dam" because TDC understands the importance of the dam to our wonderful Mariaville 
Lake community. 
 

Enjoy the lake this summer!!! 
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MCA Social Committee 

 

West Basin Residents should line up by 10:50 by the Causeway 
for an 11 am start 
 
East Basin Residents should line up by 9:50 by the Causeway 
for a 10 am start 



MARIAVILLE HISTORY 
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Did you know that Mariaville Lake once had a dance hall that drew big crowds from all over the area in the 
1940’s and 50’s?  My aunt, Shirley Bendl, used to take two buses from Gloversville with her girlfriends to 
make it here.  One bus leŌ the four corners in Gloversville and dropped off in Amsterdam at the top of the 
hill near what is now Walmart.  Then, they would walk down the hill and pick-up another bus at Route 5 
that brought them to Mariaville Lake.  That’s preƩy ambiƟous! 
 
For the ride home, they worked out a preƩy good scheme.  They would dance with the “fellas” as they 
used to call them and whichever one of the girls got an offer for a ride back to Gloversville, she would ac-
cept and then menƟon that he had to bring all the girlfriends back as well.  Of course they would arrange 
for the girlfriend that found the poor dude to be dropped off first so there was no hanky panky. 
 
As you may know, Mariaville Lake was a center of manufacturing in its heyday, with gristmills, sawmills 
and factories.  I thought my aunt's story might add a liƩle more spice to that history. 
 
SubmiƩed by Tim Porter 
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MARIAVILLECIVIC.COM 
 
 

Want to know what’s going on with the Mariaville Civic Association?  Visit our 

new and improved website mariavillecivic.com. 

 

There is a community calendar where we will post upcoming board meetings and 

other events.  A list of the current Ofϐicers and other board members are at your 

ϐingertips.  

 

Did you know you can join the MCA from the website and pay using your credit 

card or PayPal account? 

 

There is also information on the 

ϐirst page about if the dam is 

open or closed.   

 

We hope you’ll check it out and 

get more informed about what 

the MCA is doing. 

REMINDER: 
 
 

 MCA ANNUAL MEETING 
 

July 11, 2025 
6:30—7:30 

577 Levey Rd 
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Rob Cat 
 
Phone: 518-858-8947 
Email:  333rockmyworld@gmail.com 

Membership Update: 
 

There’s still time to join the MCA before the Annual Meeting.  Did you know that as a member of the MCA 
you can cast your vote for  board directors?  Get your voice heard and be a part of the Mariaville Communi-
ty.  Your membership is so important in keeping Mariaville Lake a lake by supporting the dam.  Thank you 

to everyone who has joined for 2025.  I hope to see you at the annual meeting. 
 

Visit the website at : 
 

Mariavillecivic.com or 
Email mcamembership2022@gmail.com to request an application.   

 
A very special thank you to Larry Jasenski for working with the MVFD for the use of the boat launch for 

2025. 
 

Membership to date (counted by households): 
Individual Members:   21 
Couple:    23 
Boat Launch Individual:  3 
Boat Launch Couple:  16 

 
Linda Hayen     Membership Coordinator 

 



**Cooper’s Award Recipient of 2025: Robert Cuƫta** 
 

 

The Cooper’s Award, established in 1996 to honor ex-
cepƟonal contribuƟons to the Mariaville community, 
is being awarded this year to Robert (Bob) Cuƫta. 
This presƟgious recogniƟon is not given annually; ra-
ther, it is reserved for individuals who have demon-
strated extraordinary dedicaƟon and service to the 
community. James Cooper, the inaugural recipient of 
this award, devoted countless hours to the Mariaville 
Civic AssociaƟon (MCA) and offered free legal counsel 
during his tenure as he was a long-term resident of 
Mariaville.  
 

Bob Cuƫta has been a long-term resident of 
Mariaville since the early 80s with his wife, YveƩe and 
always traveled to the lake as a child to his family 
camp. Bob has dedicated an impressive 38 years to 
the MCA, recently stepping aside for the next genera-
Ɵon of community leaders. His tenure has been 
marked by significant contribuƟons, parƟcularly as the Dam Safety Coordinator,  
where his efforts have ensured the safety and integrity of the dam.  

 
 
In the 1980s, Bob played a pivotal role in the dam’s reconstrucƟon, safeguarding residents 
from potenƟal flooding both on the lake and downstream. Following regulatory changes in 
2010, he collaborated with engineers and MCA members to develop an Emergency AcƟon 
Plan, in compliance with the Department of Environmental ConservaƟon (DEC) regulaƟons. 
His commitment to maintaining relaƟonships with DEC, engineers, and cerƟfied divers has 
been instrumental in ensuring the dam’s ongoing safety through rigorous inspecƟons over the 
years. 
 

AddiƟonally, Bob has been deeply involved in lake management over the years. Years back, he 
and Roger Weakley developed the weed pull bar that is sƟll uƟlized today for weed removal 
from the lake’s boƩom during weed pulls.   Cont. page 12 
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Message from the President Continued: 
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owned by Mariaville Volunteer Fire Department.  The MCA was unable to sign an agreement 
due to insurance requirements.  Larry Jasenski, a lake resident, used his company to reach a 
one-year agreement to manage the boat launch.  It is through Larry’s Ɵreless efforts, that we 
have a place to launch our boats. 

Weed Management Program: 
My wife and I have been residents for over 30 years.  For many of those years on both the 
east and west basin, the MCA had a weed harvesƟng program where residents volunteer their 
boats to drag a pipe that was aƩached to a rope to gather the weeds and bring them to the 
shore line, where volunteers would remove the gathered weeds and ulƟmately loaded onto a 
trailer for disposal.  It has been compared to mowing your lawn. 
Early in the year, the MCA board members reviewed all aspects of selecƟng and hiring a weed 
management company.  The board members took into consideraƟon how much this iniƟaƟve 
was going to cost the MCA, which was more than $25K to treat both sides of the lake, and the 
board majority voted to move forward.  Upon approval, the DEC permit process began and on 
May 16, 2025, the necessary permits were approved.  On May 19, 2025, the west basin was 
treated with ProcellaCOR for Milfoil.  On May 19, 2025, the NauƟque treatment for Curly-leaf 
pondweeds, nuisance invasive weeds and algae on the east basin commenced, and due to 
high winds and unnavigable waters, the treatment was suspended and resumed and complet-
ed on June 16, 2025.  It should be noted that DEC was on site during the enƟre day of May 19, 
2025 observing the treatment. 
Upon compleƟng treatment on June 16, 2025, Pete Pelkey took Nicole White CLM, the owner 
of LiƩle Bear Environmental ConsulƟng LLC around the west basin in his boat for a firsthand 
look at the effecƟveness of the treatment.  The treatments were successful in the west basin, 
but not in all areas.  The end of the lake by BaƩer Street in the cove has weeds as does the 
shore line moving east.  Nicole noted that these weeds were Curly- leaf pondweeds.  This 
weed grows in the fall and winter and matures in the spring, and then dies back in the sum-
mer.   
These treatments will last for 3 to 5 years.  A representaƟve from LiƩle Bear Environmental 
will be back in late summer for further tesƟng.  
 

2025 Annual MeeƟng InformaƟon 
 

Friday evening, July 11, 2025 @ 6:30 PM 
LocaƟon:  577 Levey Road 

Please bring a chair 
 
 



There are 8 MCA board members seat up for elecƟons, which will occur during this meeƟng.  
To vote, you must be a 2025 MCA member who has paid their dues prior to the board elec-
Ɵons.  Ballots will be handed out to those in aƩendance aŌer being verified to the member-
ship roster. 
 
In closing, upon adjournment of the annual meeƟng, I will be reƟring from both the MCA 
Board and as the president.  I would to thank the following people that I had the opportunity 
to work alongside. 
 
Bob Cuƫta for his 35 years of historical knowledge and wisdom and his guidance as the Vice 
President. 
 
Doƫe Tambasco for her unƟring efforts as the secretary of the MCA, furnishing all board 
members with comprehensive minutes. 
 
Nikki Cuƫta for her efforts as the treasurer.  Finance is very complex as I have a working 
knowledge of the effort it takes in processing everything she has accomplished. 
 
Pete Pelkey who has done an amazing job as the social commiƩee co-chairman.  The MCA so-
cial commiƩee has raised a great deal of revenue through different events.  Pete iniƟated the 
inaugural soup stroll which is coming up on its fourth year.  Upon Bob Cuƫta’s resignaƟon 
from the board as a Vice President, aŌer discussion, Pete accepted the Vice President role for 
the remainder of term.  Pete did an outstanding job and thank you. 
 
Chris Shaver for monthly collecƟon of returnable boƩles that net over $2,000 yearly, which 
many residents did not know who was responsible. 
 
Lewis Needham for his lake management efforts over the years. 
 
Sue Weakly for her years of dedicaƟon and conƟnuing support. 
 
Linda Hayen who has accomplished much as the Membership CommiƩee, co-chairperson for 
the social commiƩee, and the newsleƩer. 
 
Thank you for your Ɵme and support. 
 
Eric J. Unser Sr. 
MCA President 
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Beyond his essenƟal work with the dam, Bob has 
served mulƟple terms as President and Vice President 
of the MCA Board, contribuƟng to various community 
events, including RegaƩas, social gatherings, and 
fundraisers like the most recent Memorial Wall pro-
ject in collaboraƟon with Eric Unser, Pete Pelkey, Chris 
Shaver, and Peter Skelley. 
 

Thank you, Robert, for your unwavering commitment, 
dedicaƟon, and invaluable contribuƟons to the 
Mariaville community. Your legacy of service will be 
felt for generaƟons to come. Please enjoy this next 
chapter in life and enjoy the beauty of this community 
and lake! 

ArƟcle By: NicoleƩe Cuƫta and Sue  
Weakley  

 



One From the Archives:  

This is probably before my Ɵme but we found this in the former Lindsay camp on 
Weast Road. Suspect it was purchased at Peeks General Store back in the day 
when the store also was the local post office and had gas pumps out front.  

Mariaville Lake’s homes were predominantly summer camps occupied by sea-
sonal residents. The General Store had everything from fresh meats, cold cuts, 
basic provisions, and bait & tackle to post cards and memorabilia. Here’s a photo 
of two felt pennants.  We were lucky enough to have found these souvenirs  of 
summers 
long ago.  

Happy  

Summer…  

Terry 
(Donnelly) 
Weber  
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FROM THE ARCHIVES 1992 
Submitted by Vivian Ferraro 
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Mariaville Lakeside  
Country Store 

8865 Mariaville Rd,  
PaƩersonville NY 
(518) 864-7777 


