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MCA President’s Corner

Dear Residents:

As | look out the window this morning and
see the first ice of the season on the lake, |
can’t help but think of all the cold days
ahead. However, winter is a wonderful time
on the lake for many who enjoy ice fishing,
ice skating, snowshoeing, or snowmobiling.
Year-round, Mariaville Lake provides
outstanding recreational opportunities for
residents to enjoy thanks in large part to
the support of all our Association members
who not only provide financial support
through their membership, but also provide
countless hours of volunteer work.
Ensuring that the lake remains a key
resource for all to use is no small or
inexpensive task. First and foremost, the
Association is the responsible party with
respect to State oversight regarding the
dam. To satisfy those obligations, since
2014 the Association has spent over
$30,000 on repairs and upgrades to the
dam. That is in addition to our yearly
Association budget which is usually in the

$10,000 range, which includes funds for our

efforts at improving the lake’s quality. That’s

why we are continually looking to increase
our membership base and increase
donations.

In addition to our lake efforts, the
Association is becoming more and more
involved in supporting other community
activities and events. Part of that involves
working cooperatively with other
organizations to help meet the needs of

those in our community.
To learn more about the Association and
get a membership application simply go to
www.mariavillecivic.com

Best wishes for a Happy Holiday,
Tom Collins

President

Sue Weakley, Day Care Provider
304 Batter Street
Pattersonville, NY 12137
518-864-5240

NYS Registered Day Care - 25 years of

experience - CPR Certified Openings available for
infants through school age children

Membership News

What does Mariaville
Lake do for you?

®  Provide recreation for your
family and friends with swimming,
boating, fishing, ice skating,
snowmobiling, and other recreational
activities?

®  Provide a scenic view that
enhances the value of your property?

®  Provide the volunteer fire
department with water for fighting
fires?

®  Supply water for your
household or garden?

If you answered yes to any or all of
the above questions, then you can
help share in the responsibility for the

preservation of this very vital asset of

the community, by becoming part

of the Mariaville Civic Association.

To save money we have
enclosed a membership
application with this

Please fill it out
and return it with you

membership check

newsletter.
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Important Dates 2018

Board of Director Meetings
March 13th, April 10th,
May 8th , June 12th,
Sept | Ith, October 9th

Annual Membership
Meeting
July 6th

Spring Clean-up
Mayl2 and Sept I5

LAKE PARADE
July 4th

Take Back our Lake
Day weed pull
July 7th

All meetings to be held
at the Mariaville
Volunteer Fire

Department 7:00pm



http://www.mariavillecivic.com

Bottle Drive NEWS

The MCA Started the bottle drive in late
2015 and we try to pick up bottles the first
weekend of each month. Since that time the
MCA has raised over $2,000.00 and we
thank you all for your bottle donations. We
will continue to do the bottle drive this year
and expand our drive further into the
community. The pickup dates this year are
planed for the following dates:

February 3rd March 3rd  April 7th
May 5th June 2nd JULY 14th
August 4th  September |stOctober 6th

November 3rd December Ist

We will be Picking up bottles in the
following places: South Shore Road,
RT159 from Lake Road to the Fire
house, the New development off 159,
Spring Road, Weast Road, Batter
street to Shore road, Shore Road .

You can always drop off your bottles to 794
South Shore Road in the MCA bottle trailer
or call to have us pick them up. 518-852-9117

Thank you for your continued support

Bed & fBreakj'ast

Rick and Lorrie Runnels,
innkeepers

176 Batter St.  Mariaville, NY
518-864-5252

Gene Bannon
518-864-5207

Handyman
at your service

Plumbing and electric repairs

Appliances

Generator Maintenance (oil and filer change)
Winterizing and much more

Fully insured




Mariaville Lake Dam History and Updated

The Mariaville Lake dam is located along the
northern shore of Mariaville Lake, is built across
the upper reach of the Chuctanunda Creek. The
dam was first built as an earthen dam in the
1700’s for a factory manufacturing shovels. In
1830, the dam was rebuilt using clay, fieldstone
and a wooden spillway for operation of a gristmill
and sawmill. In 1900, the wooden spillway was
replaced with a concrete spillway, and then in
1917 the spillway was re-pointed, widened and
thickened.

Ownership of the dam was conveyed to the MCA
with the primary use being recreation. By the
late 1970’s the dam was in need of repairs and
was determined by the Corps of Engineers in their
1980 “Phase 1 Inspection Report” to have
“seriously inadequate” spillway capacity. The
Corps also classified the dam as “small” in size
and “high hazard, because of its location within
the hamlet of Mariaville where several homes
located along the banks of the downstream
channel face a potential threat in case of dam
failure”. In 1989, representatives of the MCA
submitted a Permit Application for extensive
repair work listing the dam hazard class as Class
“C” and a Dam Safety Permit was subsequently
issued by NYSDEC to do the work. These
repairs, completed in 1990, brought the dam into
compliance with NYSDEC requirements and
generally included capping/replacement and
raising the height of deteriorated fieldstone dam
walls using concrete walls, and re-facing of
portions of the spillway and abutments.

Immediately downstream and buttressing the dam
is a roadway embankment carrying Batter Street,
which is maintained by Schenectady County
(County). The lake outlets water over the spillway
into a concrete/stone masonry drop inlet box
immediately downstream of the spillway. Water is
then conveyed from the drop inlet to a box culvert
beneath the roadway embankment and into the
South Chuctanunda Creek. In 2004, the
deteriorated concrete box culvert beneath Batter
Street was lined with a 48-inch diameter smooth
bore pipe, the pipe extended, and the
downstream roadway embankment slope
stabilized, all by the County. Then in 2005, the
drop inlet box was re-faced by the County with
reinforced shotcrete. In 2007, concerns were
raised to the County by NYSDEC that the work
had been done without a Dam Safety Permit
along with concerns about the hydraulic capacity

Picture above Roger Weakley and Jeff Glick working on the dam
November 2017

of the new culvert pipe. NYSDEC requested that design
information and drawings by submitted for review in order
to assess the impact the roadway work had on the dam.
The County provided this information and the NYSDEC.

Since 2014 the MCA has spent $31,509.70 in
engineering and dam maintenance fees. According to
the NYSDEC regulations the MCA has to have a
Engineering Assessment every 10 years, a Engineering
Safety Inspection every 4 years and a yearly certification
completed by the dam owners. These inspections are
mandatory and the associated costs cannot be ignored.
The 4 year safety inspection will be due in 2019 with an
estimated cost of 5-8 thousand dollars and the 10 year
engineering inspection will be due in 2024 with an
estimated cost of 10-12 thousand dollars.

The MCA Dam committee continues to keep the costs of
maintaining the dam as low as possible by conducting
work groups twice a year to maintain the dam in a safe
and secure manner. All of our time is volunteer and
much of the work done on the dam to keep it in GREAT
shape costs the association nothing but costs the dam
committee money out of our own pockets.

All we ask for in return from the residents is to be safe,
enjoy the lake and join the association. Your financial
support is needed more than you can imagine. Without it
we cannot continue to maintain this precious resource,
Mariaville Lake.

Thank you Bob Cuttita—Dam Committee Chairman




MCA has a New Website

Tom Collins

We are committed to keep the community as
infformed as possible. The MCA has
developed a new website. This site will have
history along with up-to-date information,
and a place to join the MCA right online. If
you would like to have something posted to
the MCA website see the contact us area of
the site

Visit the web to see Lake Management
Reports, Past news letters, information on
Board members, Lake laws and other more.

http://www.mariavillecivic.com

(518) 864-5089

Shaver Building and
Remodeling Company

CHRIS SHAVER 158 Shore Road
Owner Pattersonville, N.Y. 12137

;:.-Sa:& Sun 7:30AM - 9:00PM |
(Kitchen ﬁ 30 minutes

s '-‘.‘b;fefore the store).
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The Future of the MCA and Mariaville Lake

By MCA Board

For the past 28 years, the MCA Dam
Committee lowers the lake level by raising the
“Top Board” at the dam to lower the water be-
fore winter months. This year along with raising
the “Top Board” the MCA board decided to low-
er the lake approximately (1) one additional ver-
tical foot utilizing the new bottom valve. This
additional lowering was to create a freeze in the
weed beds and cause a weed Kkill to help with
the weed problems in the lake. This year’s
drawdown took approximately 10 weeks to get
the lake to the desired level. On November 15,
2017, the MCA was notified by residents that
there were homes that draw from the lake for
their water supply to their homes. We took im-
mediate action and closed the valve. We set up
meetings with the affected residents, had multi-
ple conversations with DEC and town officials.
Conversations continued with DEC Permits divi-
sion and they notified the MCA that we should
have requested a permit for the lake draw down.
The MCA has been put on notice that in the fu-
ture we need to request permits for any lake
drawdowns. As with all regulations, the MCA
will do what is required however we are in dis-
cussions with DEC to get further clarification on
this issue. As you are all aware we currently
keep the lake level high by closing the top board
and lower the lake when we see pending
storms. We currently are not sure if this will be
permitted by the DEC in the future? We will
keep you informed of any updates on this issue
on our website. This recent issue has brought
up concerns among board members. These is-
sues along with all of the state mandates con-
cerning the dam, the lake and thoughts of liabil-

ity issues have brought concerns for the future of
the MCA, our lake and the responsibilities that face
us as an organization.

We spoke briefly with the Town of Duanes-
burg officials and questioned them as to what is the
Towns responsibilities on the above mentions is-
sues. Currently, the Towns position is that the
MCA is the stewards of the lake and these respon-
sibilities lie solely with the MCA to maintain and
manage the lake. We discussed with them the
possibility of the Town taking over the responsibili-
ties of the lake as well as the liabilities associated
with it and the town responded that there were
three ways they could proceed. First, keep things
the way they are and continue to have the MCA
manage the lake. This will keep the lake semi-
private as it is now. Second, was to have the town
take over the responsibilities of the lake and create
a tax district (lake district) to create funding to man-
age and maintain the lake. This option will create
funding from those people in the lake district. This
would allow the town to hire staff to keep up with all
of the requirements of the state, conduct the lake
management operations and insure the lake for
any liabilities that arise. The lake would them be
open to all those residents in the tax district. The
Third and the least appealing option is to have
Mariaville Lake taken over by the town, distribute
that cost over the entire town. This option would
then open the lake for all residents of Duanesburg.

As you can see we are at a turning point in
the long history of Mariaville Lake. Regardless of
the way the board decides to go we need your con-
tinued support and need your help. Without contin-
ued funding, we will have no choice but to have the
town take over the responsibilities of the lake. We




Mariaville Civic Association

C/O Robert Cuttita
794 South Shore Road
Delanson, NY 12053

Phone: 518-864-5570
E-mail: ybcut@aol.com

We Are On the Web
WWW.MARIAVILLECIVIC.COM

We need your support join the MCA today

BOARD OFFICERS, COMMITTEE CHAIRS
President ............. Tom Collins .....covviniiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 864-5021
Vice President ......... Jeff Glick ..o 864-5672
Secretary ............... Dottie Tambosco
Treasurer ............... Nicolette Cuttita ............ MCAtreasr@gmail.com
Membership ............. Vivian Ferraro ...........ccoooiiiiiiini 864-5882
Lake Management ...... Mike Blood ... 864-5540
Dam Safety Coordinator .... Bob Cuttita .................. ybcut@aol.com
JimCullen ... 864-5890
Chris Shaver ................ 864-5089
Gene Yauchler ............. 864-5050
James Barrett ................ 779-3059
Sue Weakley ................ 864-5240
Steve Pitzer ................. Stevesurfs@cruzio.com
Suzanne Colllins ............. 605-2171
Mary lou Riddle .............. Marylou.riddle@gmail.com
Mike Phillips ................. michaeljphillips76 1 5@gmail.com




